FHS CLASS OF 1967 HOLDS 40TH CLASS REUNION


Fostoria High School’s Class of 1967 held its “Starry, Starry Night” 40th reunion on Saturday, July 21, 2007, at Valley Creek Lodge, Fostoria.  Fifty-three classmates and twenty-eight guests attended.  Those classmates attending were:


Fostoria:  Brenda Bowman Ekland, Jon Brandeberry, Dannie Childers, Dave Dillon, John Fleming, Bob Green, Carol  Guernsey Reffner, John Hadacek, Bill Hay, Sharon Ingram Reinhard, Dave Lang, Gary Miller, Nolan Reinhard, Elaine Rozelle Schlenker, Marty Spellerberg Green, Marla Stiger, Ilene Strausbaugh Geary, Vickie Wice Keller.


Ohio (outside Fostoria):  Linda Allen Thompson, Bob Belz, Joel Bentz, Doris Coker Whatley, Bonnie Cooley Klein, Kristy Echelbarger, Lynne Evenbeck Long, Jim Ford, Mark Hall, Bill Holden, Judy Keever Hall, George Kentris, Susan Munson Ford, Debbie Payne Snyder, Connie Pelton Irwin, Todd Russell, Debby Smith Collins, Tom Suter, Susan Van Dorn Kentris.

Outside Ohio:  Stephanie Barr Ryder, Walter Bemesderfer, Jr., Joanne Boos Andersen, Jim Buckingham, Christine Burgbacher Otto, Dona Coker Howard, Nancy Fruth Alford, Gordon Gair, Roger Good, Tom Kochheiser, Pam Maurer Youngston, Dave Meyer, Pam Runion Karn, Janet Siekeres Goszyk, Terry Slater, Susan Thomasson Hallman.


Class President, Doris Coker Whatley, welcomed the attendees and conducted a short meeting during which the following took place:


Dona Coker Howard gave the invocation.


Doris thanked the members of the Reunion Committee, consisting of Debbie Payne Snyder (co-chair), Susan Munson Ford (co-chair), Joanne Boos Andersen, Debby Smith Collins, Kristy Echelbarger, Ilene Strausbaugh Geary, Bob Green, John Hondo Hadacek, George Kentris, Susan Van Dorn Kentris, Todd Russell, Elaine Rozelle Schlenker, Tom Suter and Doris Coker Whatley.  Other helpers receiving recognition were Chris Burgbacher Otto, Dona Coker Howard, Sharon Ingram Reinhard, Tom Kochheiser and Bill Schlenker.

Susan Munson Ford honored classmates, their families, friends and neighbors who have served or are currently serving in the military.


Dona conducted a very special and moving memoriam for our nineteen deceased classmates, assisted by nineteen classmates who were present.


Susan announced that a very informal 60th birthday party for all classmates would be held the 3rd Wednesday in July, 2009, at 11:00 a.m. at Put-in-Bay, upstairs at the Boardwalk.


Elaine Rozelle Schlenker and Ilene Strausbaugh Geary were nominated to co-chair the 45th reunion and the vote was unanimous.


Following the meeting, the classmates then assembled outside for their official class photo taken by Bill Schlenker.  The remainder of the evening was filled with eating, talking, dancing (with music provided by Joe Lowery of Mobile DJ Service), trivia questions for prizes, door prizes and a 50/50 drawing.  Another special part of the evening was the “open mike” segment.  Attendees were asked to speak about a special moment or person from high school or share an amusing anecdote.


Also, during the reunion, a television was playing a DVD of prior reunions (converted from video and supplied by Dona Coker Howard) as well as a DVD tribute to the old high school and footage of its demolition (supplied by David Cline, Class of 1972).


Upon leaving, each attendee was given a CD of 20 Classic Hits from 1967.


A special thanks goes to committee members Elaine Rozelle Schlenker and Ilene Strausbaugh Geary.  In addition to their regular committee duties, they organized an informal Friday night pre-reunion gathering at Bubby’s in New Reigel.  The turn-out was great, Bubby’s food was delicious, and the atmosphere was most friendly.

Respectfully submitted,






Debbie Payne Snyder







Susan Munson Ford

